LITHUANIAN  COIN  MINT  OPENS  IN  VILNIUS,  FIRST  COINS  MINTED  IN  COUNTRY  SINCE  1939 


ABOVE:  NEW  LITHUANIAN  COINS,  MINTED  IN  VILNIIUS,  AND  DATED  1991. 


On  Friday  October  2,  1992  at  12:05  p.m.,  Lithuanian  president 
Vytautas  Landsbergis  pressed  a black  button,  and  a brand  new  yellow 
metal  5 cental  coin  dropped  out  into  his  palm.  This  historic  event 
occurred  at  the  State  Emblem  Corporation  on  Eiguliu  Street  in 
Vilnius,  and  marked  the  first  Lithuanian  coins  minted  in  the  coun- 
try since  the  Lithuanian  Mint  in  Kaunas  was  closed  in  1939  at  the 
start  of  World  War  II. 

President  Landsbergis  stated,  "The  minting  of  our  own  coins 
is  of  gigantic  significance.  Our  own  currency  is  one  of  the  attri- 
butes of  independence  and  existence  that  we  stlil  lacked.  We  still 
need  to  get  rid  of  the  foreign  army.  Then  the  period  of  the  restor- 
ation of  our  state  will  be  comleted.  It  will  then  have  to  be  stren- 
gthened," he  said,  in  comments  recorded  in  Lietuvos  Aidas  3 October 
1992,  pg.  1. 

Assisting  Landsbergis  were  Bank  of  Lithuania  president  Vilius 
Baldisis;  Finance  Minister  Audrius  Misevicius,  and  State  Emblem 
Corporation  chairman/director  Viktoras  Miltakis.  The  SEC  received 
a congratulatory  telegram  from  Roland  Vernon,  the  driector  of  the 
Birmingham  Mint  in  England,  which  produced  Lithuania's  minor  1925 
dated  coins,  and  the  first  1991-dated  coins,  the  latter  shipped  to 
Lithuania  but  yet  unreleased.  The  State  Emblem  Corporation  will 
soon  change  its  name  to  a mint,  and  will  also  produce  Lithuanian 
medals,  decorations,  loan  notes,  and  other  securities. 

The  new  Lithuanian  mint  purchased  three  used  presses  in 
England  at  only  a tenth  of  what  they  would  have  cost  new.  Small 
denomination  coins  of  1,  2,  and  5 cents  were  initially  struck  in 
Vilnius,  with  the  denominations  of  10,  20,  and  50  centu  being 
added  later.  All  coins  bear  the  date  of  1991.  From  the  literature 
it  appears  the  metal  composition  is  aluminum-bronze. 


1991  10  CENTU  COIN 

FOUND  ON  SIAULIAI 
STREET,  INVESTIGATION 
COMMENCES 

A 1991  10  Centu  coin 
was  found  on  the  street 
in  Siauliai  in  September, 
proving  to  be  an  embarass- 
ment  to  Bank  of  Lithuania 
officials. 

The  coin  is  one 

produced  in  England  at 
the  Birmingham  Mint.  From 
the  photograph  illustrated, 
it  appears  to  be  one 

designed  by  Lithuanian 
artist  and  sculptor  Petras 
Garska,  whose  coin  designs 
we  illustrated  in  the 

Summer,  1990  (#71)  issue 
of  The  Knight. 


We  are  reproducing 
two  articles  which  appear- 
ed in  consecutive  editions 
of  the  newpaper  Lietuvos 
Rytas  [Lithuania's  Morning] 
Thursday  and  Friday  Sept- 
ember 3 & 4,  pg.  1.  The 
articles  were  written  by 
Brone  Vainauskiene,  and 
Laima  Peleckiene,  respect- 
ively. 


Articles  begin  on  page  2... 


2. 

THE  SCANDALOUS  HISTORY  OF  THE  LITAS  CONTINES:  YESTERDAY  COURT  PROCEEDINGS  BEGAN 
AND  THE  DAY  BEFORE  YESTERDAY  WE  WERE  REMINDED  ABOUT  THIS  ISSUE  BY  AN  INTERESTING 
FIND  IN  SIAULIAI  


By  Brone  Vainauskiene 


On  Tuesday  in  Siauliai,  on  Ausros  [Dawn]  Boulev- 
ard, not  far  from  the  police  station,  Lietuvos  Rytas 
correspondent,  Laima  Peleckiene  found  a new  10  cent 
piece.  It  was  of  red  metal.  On  one  side,  ”10  Centu," 
and  on  the  other  side,  the  coat-of-arms  of  Lithuania 
and  "Lietuva  1991."  To  find  out  how  L.  Peleckiene 
tried  to  find  out  who  could  have  lost  this  coin,  read 
tomorrow's  issue. 


But  yesterday,  at 
the  second  Vilnius 
Court,  the  first  sessi- 
on of  the  trial  took 
place  regarding  charges 
of  false  reporting, 
degradation  of  respect, 
insult  to  honor  and 
slander,  brought  again- 
st Lietuvos  Rytas  by 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

The  presiding  judge  was  Giedrius  Baziulis  and 
the  prosecutor  was  Ramute  Bimbiriene. 

Counsel  for  Lietuvos  Rytas,  Sigitas  Zidonis 
petitioned  that  the  trial  be  delayed,  since  the  eviden- 
ce and  their  versions  can  not  be  argued  out  of  context. 

To  thoroughly  analyze  the  evidence  and  their 
versions,  which  the  Bank  is  requesting  be  rescinded, 
the  court  would  have  to  subpoena  documents  relating  to 
the  financing  and  the  production  of  the  Litas. 

Lietuvos  Rytas  petitioned  the  court,  that  the 
documents  related  to  the  evidence  be  presented  by  the 
State  Auditor's  Office  and  by  experts  who  were  charged 
by  the  Government  on  June  26,  at  the  Swedish  Bank,  to 
attempt  at  discovering,  among  other  issues,  the  bases 
of  the  different  versions  of  the  scandalous  historyof 
the  Litas. 

Lietuvos  Rytas  presented  the  court  with  a list 
of  former  and  current  officials,  and  experts  who  analy- 
zed or  were  participants  in  the  conflict  between  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  and  G.  Vagnorius's  government.  The 
editors  petitioned  that  they  be  called  as  witnesses. 

Attorney  for  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  argued  that 
the  evidence  and  documents  are  the  burden  of  Lietuvos 
Rytas. 


Since  the  director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  V. 
Baldisis  said  in  his  interview  with  Lietuvos  Aidas, 
that  Lietuvos  Rytas  was  using  documents  which  "were 
secret  and  false,"  the  editor  requests  that  they  (the 
documents)  be  forecoming  from  the  primary  sources. 

Yesterday,  the  court  delayed  the  proceedings. 
The  next  session  will  be  on  November  k.  Lietuvos  Rytas 
is  required  to  present  written  evidence  and  documents. 

The  prosecutor  Ramute  Bimbiriene  did  not  discount 
the  possibility  that  during  the  course  of  the  inquiry, 
the  court  may  subpoena  documents  from  official  sources 
and  call  witnesses  Indicated  by  Lietuvos  Rytas. 


VARIATIONS  ON  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  LITH- 
UANIAN MONEY  AT  SIAULIAI:  WHO  LOST  THE 

10  CENT  PIECE? 

By  Laima  Peleckiene 

In  a small  depression  of  brick  in  the  sidewalk,  I saw  a 
small  coin.  I didn't  even  want  to  bend  down,  it  wasn't  worth 
it.  But  something  inside  me  said:  this  is  a strange  coin.  To 
my  great  surprise,  I picked  up  a 10  cent  piece,  of  red  metal, 
on  the  other  side  was  the  arms  of  Lithuania  and  "Lietuva 
1991." 

I went  to  the  Siauliai  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

I didn't  learn  anything  there,  but  the  director  K.  Gerasim- 
enko told  me  a few  things. 

"New  Lithuanian  coins  were  brought  to  Siauliai  in  Novem- 
ber and  December  of  last  year  [1991],"  said  K.  Gerasimenko. 
"Of  course,  when  cars  with  sirens  blaring  drove  up  to  the 
bank,  we  could  not  tell  the  correspondents  who  were  attacking 
us  that  the  Litas  was  being  delivered.  But  now,  when  the 
highest  officials  are  talking  about  it  publicly,  it  is  no 
longer  a secret.  But  at  that  time,  we  said  that  counting 
machines  were  being  delivered.  Litai  were  thus  code-named 
"Machine-1"  and  "Machine-2"  All  the  currency  was  inventoried, 
and  placed  into  boxes  of  18  kilograms  each.  The  coins,  3*i.51 
kilograms  each.  We  found  three  notes  to  be  unacceptable:  one 
one  had  a blank  side  and  the  others  also  had  similar  defects." 

The  bank  director,  having  worked  there  for  20  years, 
had  a categorical  opinion  on  the  undelayed  currency  reform: 
"Lithuania  cannot  afford  such  expenses,  so  many  Talonas  were 
printed!" 

Talonai  are  now  used  as  ruble  equivalents,  and  of  the 
earlier  issue,  the  ' vagnoriukai, ' it  seems  that  the  bank  is 
not  able  to  get  rid  of  them:  "We  don't  have  any  place  to  put 
them,  it's  only  chaos,  even  though  there  was  such  a strict 
control  over  them— if  you  lost  one,  you  had  to  replace  it 
with  10,"  said  the  director.  Now,  about  200  bags  of  them  are 
stacked  in  the  bank.  Just  like  in  the  riddle,  in  each  bag, 
*t0  packages,  in  each  package,  10  roots,  on  each  root,  100 

leaves. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  director,  in  Lithuania  and  in 
Latvia  there  should  be  a transition  period  in  the  conversion 
of  the  currency. 

And  the  10  cent  piece  I brought  in?  How  did  it  end  up 
on  the  sidewalk?  The  bank  director  neither  denied  nor  confirm- 
ed that  it  was  a real  Lithuanian  coin.  It  seems  that  someone 
is  operating  more  cleverly  than  the  Government  or  the  Bank 
Directors.  The  director  said  she  had  seen  new  Lithuanian 
coins  being  sold  in  a Siauliai  store  as  souvenirs,  which,  it 
seems,  were  minted  in  Panaveziai.  I also  made  a visit  there. 
The  clerk  working  at  the  time,  examined  the  coin,  but  could 
not  tell  me  anything. 

At  the  direction  of  the  director  of  the  Siauliai  Branch 
of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  a commission  was  set  up  and  the 
1991  coin  delivery  was  examined.  It  was  untouched. 

(Article  concluded  on  page  6...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 


3. 


1915  LIEPAJA  (Libau)  LATVIA  MUNICIPAL  NOTES 


This  month  we  are  featuring 
a set  of  notes  not  too  familiar 
with  Lithuaian  collectors,  but 
which  are  however  related  to 
northern  Lithuanian  history. 

Just  north  of  the  Lithuanian 
border  on  the  Baltic  Sea  is  the 
major  port  of  Liepaja,  Latvia. 
With  a population  around  90,000, 
Liepaja  has  served  as  a major 
shipping  port  in  its  history.  In 
1914,  19%  of  Liepaja's  residents 

were  Lithuanian,  according  to  the 
Encyclopedia  Lituanica. 

In  his  1953  book.  Independent 
Lithuanian  Money,  author  Jonas 
K.  Karys  mentions  the  Liepaja 
municipal  notes  which  ciruclated 
in  northern  Lithuania  (page  86). 
The  Lithuanian-Latvian  border 
was  not  finalized  until  1921,  and 
Latvian  money  circulated  in  the 
Palanga-Sventoji  region  until  then. 

In  1915,  the  Libau  (as  it  was 
known  to  Germany,  which  invaded 
Latvia  and  Lithuania  in  1915) 
municipal  government  issued  a 
series  of  exchange  notes,  and 
promissory  notes,  in  various  denom- 
inations. The  first  issue  does  not 
bear  a date;  the  second  issue  has 
the  added  date,  1915. 

These  notes  were  printed  at 
the  printing  office  of  G.  Meyer 
in  Liepaja.  Two  types  of  paper 
were  used  in  the  printing  of  the 
notes.  The  majority  of  the  notes 
were  printed  on  stationary  paper, 
most  likely  produced  also  by  the 
printing  firm.  This  paper  contains 
a very  interesting  watermark  in 
the  paper  itself,  typical  of  Lie- 
paja's shipping  industry.  Illustrated 
on  the  right  is  a drawing  of  the 
watermark,  which  translates  as, 
"Russian-American  Line,"  [R.V.A.P./ 
P.B.A.N.].  In  the  center  is  a 
triangle  flag  with  a star  in  the 
middle. 

Before  World  War  I,  61%  of 
the  Russian  mercantile  marine 
belonged  to  Latvian  ports,  through 
which  passed  1/5  of  Russian  imports, 
and  I of  its  exports.  This  partic- 
ular shipping  line  also  handled 
passengers. 

(Continued  next  page...) 


ABOVE:  Water- 
mark design  in 
the  paper. 


LEFT:  1 
Kopeck  note 


*■  LIEPAJA  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  3...) 

Another  watermark,  often 
found  on  printer's  specimens  and 
uncut  sheets  of  notes,  bear  bundled 
wave  designs,  the  paper  produced 
by  Poensgen  & Heyer,  Letmathe.  Th- 
ese are  usually  found  on  notes  that 
had  not  been  placed  in  circulation 
by  the  printing  office. 

The  designs  of  the  notes  are 
obverse/reverse  identical,  with  the 
exception  of  the  date  "1915r" 
which  appears  on  the  second 
emission  (from  1915  and  later). 

In  the  center  of  the  notes 
is  the  city  coat-of-arms,  a lion 
on  his  hind  feet,  with  his  front 
paws  pushing  against  atree.  The 
notes  up  to  10  kopecks  have  the 
arms  in  a circle,  while  notes  25 
kopecks  and  larger  have  it  in  a 
shield  design. 

The  text  on  the  notes  is  in 
Russian  Cyrillic,  excepting  the 
largest  denomination,  the  10  rubel, 
which  is  in  scripted  German.  The 
text  indicates  that  they  were 
issued  by  the  Municipal  Council 
of  Liepaja,  etc. 

Notes  25  kopecks  and  larger 
may  or  may  not  contain  serial 
letters  and/or  numbers,  of  4.5  or  4 
mm.  size. 

The  small  light  brown  and 
black  kopeck  notes  through  25k 
measure  100  x 48  mm.,  while  the 
50  k note  is  105  x 57  mm.  The 
brown  1 ruble  note  measures  116  x 
68  mm.,  the  green  3 ruble  120  x 
68  m.,  and  the  blue  5 ruble  122  x 
72  mm.  The  largest  denomination, 
printed  in  German,  the  red  10 
ruble  note,  is  130  x 79  mm.  in 
size. 

The  Liepaja  municipal  notes 
are  an  interesting  addition  to 
anyone  collecting  Baltic  cities 
issues,  such  as  Memel  (Klaipeda), 
Heydekrug  (Silutes),  Mitau  (Jelgava), 
and  others. 

Trends:  A 1991  price  list  by 
German  dealer  Holger  Rosenberg 
of  Hamburg  listed  the  following 
UNC  prices:  10  ruble-$120,  5 ruble 
(VF)  $30;  3 Ruble  $60;  1 Ruble 
$45;  50  kop.  $75;  25  kop  $30,  etc. 


ABOVE:  1 Ruble  printer's  specimen  proof  note,  showing 
background  security  design. 


Pictured  above  is  a printer's  proof  2 Ruble  promissory 
note,  1915.  It  is  uniface,  as  were  other  notes  from  the  first 
printing. 


THE  INTRODUCTION  OF  THE  LITAS  WILL 
BE  ANNOUNCED  IN  ADVANCE 


SIAULIAI  OLYMPIC  SPORTS  GAMES 
BANKNOTES  UPDATE 


(From  Kauno  Laikas/Kaunas  Times, 

October  17,  1992.) 

There  are  rumors  about  the  introduction 
of  the  Litas  which  are  being  propagated  by 

some  in  the  mass  communication  media.  This  is 
greatly  increasing  tensions. 

At  the  request  of  th  Prime  Minsiter,  the 
state  information  bureau  is  announcing  that  the 
people  of  Lithuania  will  be  notified  in  advance 
about  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  so  that 
there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  calmly  make 

preparations  and  exchange  the  currency. 

The  Government  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
will  not  make  any  sudden  decisions  or  decisions 
which  are  not  well  thought  out,  which  could 

harm  the  people  or  the  stability  of  the  Lithuani- 
an currency. 

For  the  time  being,  the  temporary  currency, 
the  Talonas,  are  legal  tender.  Even  tough  we 
are  in  a difficult  economic  situation,  the  Talonas 
is  stable  in  relationship  to  the  dollar  and  the 
ruble.  The  Government  is  convinced  that  the 

Talonas  will  remain  strong  and  reliable  up  until 
it  is  elevated  to  the  Litas. 

— State  Information  Bureau,  ELTA. 


CORRECTION 


We  have  received  an  original  article  printed  in  the 
Kaunas  Tines  [Kauno  Laikas]  concerning  the  1991-dated 
Siauliai  Lithuanian  Sports  Games  Money  and  the  controversy 
surrounding  it.  August  26  (No.  1A3)  1991  issue. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  gave 
us  this  statement:  The  Siauliai  Branch  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  and  the  Siauliai  City  Council 
issued  so-called  moneyon  the  occasion  of  the 
4th  World  Lithuanian  Games  which  were  called 
the  Siauliai  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
banknotes--! itaurai  and  centaurai.  It  is  written 
on  these  notes  that  the  Siauliai  Branch  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  will  exchange  these  banknotes 
into  the  appropriate  number  of  rubles  between 
27  July  and  4 August  1991. 

At  Left: 

50  Centauru 
reverse. 
Type  1, 
showing 
soccer 
players. 


In  the  article  in  the  last  issue  about 
the  January  13  medal,  there  was  an  erroneous 
mix  up.  It  was  the  new  Order  of  the  Cross 
of  Vytis  which  was  awarded  to  14  persons, 
not  the  January  13  medal.  The  January  13 
medal  was  awarded  to  anyone  taking  part 
in  defense  of  the  Parliament  building  on 
the  night  of  January  13,  etc.  5,300  of  these 
were  produced.  Our  military  orders  expert 
Henry  L.  Gaidis  apologizes  for  the  error. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  15,  No.  2.  Issue 
#82.  November-December  1992.  The  official 
publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 
EDITOR.  Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  Mary- 
land, DIRECTOR. 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900 
S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan  49224. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  15: 
A donation  of  $10  or  more  (5  issues).  Write: 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box 
612,  Columbia,  Maryland  21045.  The  LNA  is  a 
membr  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associat- 
ion C-117903. 

For  Back  Issues:  Write  to  Roland  Martick, 
Goose  Hole  Road,  Otterville,  New  London, 
New  Hampshire  03257. 


Since  paragraph  9 of  the  bylaws  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  give  the  BOL  the  exclusive  right 
to  issue  money  in  the  Republic  of  Lithuania, 
the  Siauliai  Branch  of  the  BOL  has  gone  over 

its  authority  in  using  the  name  of  the  Branch 

of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Even  the  assumption 
of  the  obligation  to  exchange  this  money  into 
rubles  is  unlawful.  These  so-called  monies  also 
cannot  be  sold  as  souvenirs  and  put  into  circula- 
tion during  the  sports  events. 

It  was  demanded  that  the  Siauliai  City 

Council  recall  the  notes  that  were  printed  and 
destroy  them.  The  Directors  of  the  Bank  stated 
that  if  the  notes  appear  in  circulation,  they 
will  demand  that  the  guilty  officials  and 

persons  be  prosecuted  according  to  the  law. 

The  monies  were  not  placed  into  circulation, 
but  they  ended  up  in  the  hands  of  collectors. 

[Note:  Our  contacts  tell  us  that  these  notes  DID 
circulate  very  briefly  before  they  were  pulled  when  the 
main  bank  found  out  about  their  circulation.] 


6. 


TALON  AS  NOTES  UPDATE 


PAPER/PRINTING  PROBLEMS  WITH  THE 
NEW  TALONAS  NOTES 


On  October  2,  1992,  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  announced  the  release  into  circulation 
of  a 1992  1 Talonas  note.  This  action  came  one  day 
after  Lithuania  abandoned  the  Russian  ruble,  and 
began  transacations  entirely  in  Talonas  notes.  The 
bank  announcement  stated  that  the  new  1 Talonas 
note  was  to  be  accepted  beginning  October  5. 


Orange  in  color,  the  1 Talonas  note  is  the 
same  size  as  the  others  in  this  year's  series. 
The  background  of  the  obverse  features  a design 
of  clover,  while  two  lapwings  appear  on  the 
reverse. 

We  have  received  identifications  on  earlier 
issues.  The  10  Talonas  features  a mountain  ash 
branch  on  the  obverse,  with  a mistle  thrush  bird 
with  her  chicks  on  the  reverse.  On  the  reverse  of 
the  50  Talonas  is  found  two  black  grouse.  The 
male  is  on  the  left  with  his  wings  spread;  the 
female  is  on  the  right. 

WHO  LOST  THE  IOC  PIECE? 

(Continued  front  page  2...) 

However,  the  coin  I found  was  real  in  the  opinion  of 
the  commission,  not  a souvenir.  When  Director  K.  Gerasimenko 
inquired  with  the  Deputy  to  the  Director  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  k.  Ratkevicius  concerning  my  find,  he  said,  that 
maybe  someone  is  acting  with  malice. 


(From  Lietuvos  Rytas  6 June  1992  pg.  l) 

Lietuvos  Rytas  [Lithuania's  Morning]  announced 
yesterday  that  everything  was  not  all  right  with 
the  Lithuanian  ruble  equivalents  which  appeared  in 
circulation  only  a month  ago.  Our  publications 
caused  a stormy  reaction  from  various  state  instit- 
utions and  officials.  This  resulted  in  more  informa- 
tion than  was  forthcoming  previously. 

Vice-Premier  Z.  Vaisvila  whose  information 
we  used  the  last  time,  said  yesterday  that  all  the 
facts  are  not  yet  known  about  the  counterfeiting. 
However,  it  became  clear  that  some  notes  appeared 
in  circulation  which  did  match  the  official  descrip- 
tion. In  other  words,  they  were  issued  defective. 

In  the  statement  issued  yesterday  by  the 
government,  it  was  said,  among  other  things  that, 
"The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  is 
permitting  the  use  of  notes  issued  with  alternate 
markings.  Some  of  the  examples  of  the  markings 
have  the  same  basic  design  and  color.  The  Bank  of 
Lithuania  is  obligated  to  filling  in  the  markings 
to  make  the  notes  standard  and  to  take  out  of 
circulation  these  defective  notes.  A legal  case 
has  been  initiated  with  regard  to  the  issuance  of 
these  inferior  notes." 

Yesterday,  the  chief  prosecutor  of  the 
Criminal  Investigation  Department  of  the  Lithuanian 
General  Prosecutor's  Office,  J.  Gaudutis  confirmed 
that  there  is  no  an  on-going  investigation  at  this 
time  and  it  is  too  early  to  talk  about  who  is 
guilty  of  casting  a shadow  on  the  first  Lithuanian 
equivalency  notes. 

The  director  of  the  Kaunas  "Spindulys" 
printing  house  which  printed  the  defective  notes, 

E.  Kapustinskiene , said  that  her  company  was  not 
to  blame  since  the  Talonai  notes  were  printed  on 
the  kind  of  paper  and  according  to  the  specificat- 
ions of  the  State  Emblem  Corporation.  However,  the 
possibility  was  not  rejected  that  the  blame  will 
fall,  as  it  often  does,  to  the  rail-switchman, 
that  is,  to  the  last  moment  (before  the  accident). 

In  the  opinion  of  the  general  director  of 
the  State  Emblem  Corporation  V.  Miltakis,  the 

noise  raised  over  the  Lithuanian  ruble  equivalent 
currency  is  unnecessary,  there  is  no  criminality 
here. 

However,  the  facts  are  that  there  are  two 

commissions  formed  to  clarity  this  situation:  a 

government  and  an  expert  commission.  The  leader  of 
the  later.  Director  of  the  Court  Expert  Scientific 
Research  Institute,  P.  Posiunas  said  that  the 
researchis  being  conducted,  howver,  at  this  time 
no  conclusions  can  be  made. 

We  cannot  confirm  them,  either,  however  from 
unofficial  sources  we  learned,  that  some  of  the 
Talonai  notes  were  printed  on  the  wrong  type  of 
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OCTOBER  1992  TALONAS  FOOD  COUPONS 
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Illustrated  above  is  an  October  1992  Talonas 
food  coupon,  good  for  specific  food  items  at  below 
market  prices  at  government  stores  in  Lithuania. 
The  obverse  is  blue,  and  the  reverse  is  purple.  The 
watermark  in  the  paper  features  wavy  lines,  charact- 
eristic of  this  coupons  since  May  of  this  year. 

The  name  of  these  food  coupons  are  called 
Bendrieji  Talonai  or  General  Talonas.  In  an  interes- 
ting situation  this  time,  the  October  coupon  will 
be  valid  in  October,  November,  and  December  1992. 
Coupon  No.  1 must  be  cut  in  two  parts:  half  will 
purchase  2 kg.  of  flour,  and  the  other  half  one 
package  or  600  gr.  of  macaroni. 

Coupon  No.  2 is  good  for  1 kg  of  salt;  No.  3 
1 kg  groats  good  only  in  October,  and  No.  4 good 
for  1 kg  of  sugar  good  for  October  only. 

These  food  coupons  are  an  interesting  side 
item  to  collect  as  part  of  a Lithuanian  numismatic 
collection  during  these  changing  times. 


CORRECTION 

In  our  last  issue,  we  stated  that  the  desig- 
ner of  the  Rainiai  Martyr's  Chapel  Medal  was 
Petreas  Gintalas.  That  is  wrong!  It  is  another 
contemporary  Lithuanian  sculptor  with  the  same 
initials,  Petras  Garska.  Garska  as  you  remember 
designed  the  1990-dated  coin  models.  Also,  on 
page  10,  we  somehow  attributed  the  St.  Casimir's 
medal  to  Gintalas, but  it  is  Garska  who  designed 
that,  also.  Our  apologies  for  the  mistake. 
Please  correct  your  issue  of  The  Knight  with 
the  proper  name. 

BY  THE  WAY 


PRINTING  PROBLEMS 

(Continued  from  page  6...) 

paper.  However,  it  is  not  possible  to  distinguish 
these  notes  from  the  others  with  the  naked  eye. 

Up  to  this  point  in  the  story,  it  seems  that 
only  one  conclusion  can  be  drawn — we  are  not  too 
successful  at  printing  our  own  currency  equivalents, 
or  Talonai  notes.  Two  types  of  Talonai  notes  will 
have  to  be  in  circulation  for  the  time  being:  with 
a warning  against  counterfeiting,  and  those  without 
it. 


A CANADIAN  EXPERT 

COMMENTS  ABOUT  THE  LITAS 

VILNIUS— ELTA.  The  introduction  of  new 
notes,  a very  important  step  taken  by  a country. 
And  for  the  step  to  be  taken,  good  preparations 
have  to  be  made,  said  yesterday  an  advisor  to  the 
Litas  Commission,  Canadian  expert  Grant  Reuber, 
during  a briefing  at  the  Parliament.  In  his  opinion, 
during  the  last  6 months,  the  Lithuanian  government 
and  the  Bank  have  taken  great  steps  to  insure  that 
preparations  for  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  are 
well  made. 

— Kauno  Oiena  [Kaunas's  Day],  1 Aug  1992. 


AN  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  BANK  OF 
LITHUANIA  AND  THE  GOVERNMENT 

(From  Lietuvos  Aidas  [Lithunia's  Echo] 

12  August  1992. 

Minutes.  In  view  of  the  fact  that,  until 
now,  market  transaction  have  not  been  regulated  in 
Lithuania,  and  because  of  the  deteriorating  financ- 
ial and  credit  structure,  strategic  decisions  are 
not  being  made  with  regard  to  the  nation's  food, 
fuel  and  other  commodity  reserves  and  credit  issues 
related  to  them,  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  agree  that: 

Temporarily,  until  the  Litas  is  introduced, 
that  in  all  decisions  with  regard  to  credit,  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  is  obliging  itself  to  coordinate 
itself  with  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania  and  also  to  be  guided  by  the  Government's 
temporary  guidelines  with  regard  to  the  issuance 
of  credit. 

-Prime  Minister  Aleksandras  Abisala 

-Bank  president  Vilius  Baldisis 


The  November  16,  1992  issue  of  Coin  World  carried  a half  page  article  by  The  Knight  editor  Frank 
Passic  entitled,  "Lithuania  Mint  Striking  Circulating  Coins."  The  article  dealt  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  Lithuanian  Coin  Mint,  and  the  designs  found  on  the  new  unreleased  Litas  banknotes.  As  an  aside 
for  those  of  you  who  don't  know  it,  editor  of  the  International  Section  at  Coin  World  is  Richard 
Giedroyc,  actually,  GIEDRAITIS.  That's  right,  he's  Lithuanian!  And  we  have  also  learned  that  Colin 
Bruce  II,  of  Krause  Publications  is  also  Lithuanian!  Are  Lithuanians  born  to  be  collectors? 
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NOTES 


Illustrated  here  are 
more  Lithuanian  Red 
Cross  Charity  notes, 
printed  in  Minsk  in 
1991,  in  denominations 
of  1 and  3 Units.  As 
with  the  5 Unit  note 
which  we  illustrated 
in  the  May-June 
issue  of  The  Knight, 
these  measure  153  x 
66  mm.  The  1 Unit 
note  has  brown  print- 
ing, with  two  varieties 

1)  on  the  reverse  the 
numeral  1 is  yellow, 

2)  the  numeral  is 
brown.  The  3 Unit 
note  is  green  in 
color. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  FROM  THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 

ELTA  received  an  announcement  from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
on  the  placement  into  circulation  of  the  1991  issue  1,  3,  5,  10, 
25,  50,  and  100  Talonai  notes.  In  the  announcement  it  was  stated 
that,  in  accordance  with  teh  decisions  of  the  Litas  Commission, 
the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  and  the  Bank  of  Lithua- 
nia and  the  removal  of  the  rubles  from  circulation,  all  payment  to 
residents  will  be  guaranteed  by  1991  issue  1-100  Talonai  notes.  As 
of  October  1,  1992,  the  1991  and  1992  issue  Talonai  notes  are  to 
be  accepted  by  all  firms,  offices,  organizations  as  legal  tender 
in  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  The  counterfeiting 
or  modification  of  Talonai  notes  is  punishable  in  accordance  to 
the  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania. 

THE  RUBLE  HAS  REALLY  FALLEN 

(From  Lietuvos  Aidas,  3 October  1992,  pg.  2) 

On  October  1,  the  Moscow  Currency  Market  recorded  a record 
drop  in  the  ruble:  309  for  1 U.S.  dollar.  Acting  director  of  the 
Russian  Central  Bank  Victor  Gerashchenko  told  the  Interfax  corres- 
pondent that  the  reason,  the  anticipated  inflation,  increased  rise 
in  energy  costs  which  are  unavoidable  followed  byincreases  in 
prices  of  other  commodities. 

THEY'RE  AFRAID  OF  THE  RUBLE 
The  Russian  television  news  Vesti  announced  that  the 
Belorus  bankers  have  deicded  to  withdraw  the  ruble  from  circulation 
as  of  October  1 !n  districts  near  the  Lithuanian  and  the  Ukrainian 
border.  They  are  fearing  their  flood  from  these  countries. 


B A L T I C A 

P.O.  BOX  66882 
SEATTLE,  WA 

98166  USA 

has  Talonas  notes  for  sale 
and  other  new  Baltic  phila- 
telic and  numismatic  material. 

Write  for  the  latest 
price  list  and  mention  the 
LNA. 

(paid  ad) 


Currency  exchange  rates  (talonas)  on  2 October 
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SPAL 10  2 d VAL I UTQ  KURSAI  ( TALONAS) 

FROM;  Llftuvos  Aides,  Nr.  1 94(61 52),1 992  spalio  3 ^tadienis,  p.  3 

(Lllhuenias Echo.  No.  1 94(61 52)  3 Oclobsr  1 992,  Saturday,  p.  3) 


Bank 

U.S.  dollar 

German  mark 

buying 

selling 

buying 

selling 

Bank  of  Lithuania 

246.3 

253.7* 

169.5 

174.6* 

Savings  Bank 

250 

262 

167.7 

175.8 

Land  Bank 

246.3 

• • 

169.5 

• • 

Innovative  Share  Bard;  (Kaunas) 

247 

259.5* 

169 

177.5* 

Siauliai  District  Bank 

220 

• • 

154 

• • 

Klaidepa  Evening  Bank 

245 

255* 

165 

171.7* 

Commercial  and  Credit  Bank  (Kaunas) 

240 

250* 

158 

165* 

Bank  of  Vilnius 

249.9 

260.1* 

165.62 

172.38* 

Land  Bank  (Kaunas) 

238 

248* 

156 

162* 

"Nemo  Bank"  Kaunas 

250 

270 

150 

180 

"Hermis" 

250 

260 

165 

171 

"Litimpex" 

247 

260 

165 

172 

"Nida" 

245 

265* 

1 64.64 

178* 

"Balticbank" 

246 

255* 

160 

166* 

"Lithuanian  Commerce" 

244 

261* 

164 

175* 

"Ateitis"  (Paneveiys) 

245 

265 

166 

178 

* did  not  sol  I any  of  tho  curroncy 

The  parity  of  the  temporary  currency,  the  Talonas  is  quiet  stable  and  even  rising  a little.  Yesterday  the  average 
buying  price  for  the  U.S.  dollar  was  244.34  tl  ( a drop  of  2.55  tl  compared  to  Thursday's  price),  and  the  selling 
price  - 258.53  (0.1 3 tl). 

The  German  mark  was  bought  on  the  average  for  1 63.06  (a  fall  of  1.53  tl),  and  sold  for  1 72,91  (rise  of  0.27  tl). 

A few  banks  still  delt  in  rubles.  Many  just  bought  this  currency  yesterday:  Innovative  Share  Bank  for  0.98  tl 
(however,  in  the  afternoon  it  said  It  would  drop  the  price  to  0.7  tl.  Many  were  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  rubles.), 
"Ateitis"  bank  for  0.90  tl,  "Nida"  bank  for  0.78  tl.  Other  banks  bought  and  sold  the  Russian  ruble.  At  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  they  were  0.98  and  1.02  tl,  "Vilnius  Bank"  - 0.79  and  0.81  tl,  "Hermis"-0.80  and  1 tl,  "Lltlmpex"- 
0.68  and  1 tl.  Land  Bank,  having  bought  many  rubles  the  day  before  yesterday,  was  not  buying  any  yesterc^,  nor 
selling  either  althought  they  set  the  parity  at  0.80  and  1 tl. 

At  the  'Gar  iunas*  market  there  was  a strong  demand  for  the  Talonas.  Thus.  30X  of  the  sum  exchanged  was  charged 
for  converting  the  ruble  into  the  temporary  currency.  The  prices  for  other  currencies  differed  also.  The  US  dollar 
wasbought  was  averaging  about  250  tl  (or  280  rb),  and  was  sold  for  about  270  tl  (300  rb).  The  German  Mark 
was  bought  for  about  15011  (170-180  rb),  and  was  sold  for  180tl  (200  rb). 
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LETTERS 


I am  enclosing  a photograph  of  a medal  which  is  a mystery  to 
me  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  The  Knight.  This 
medal  is  bronze  and  measures  AO  mm.  On  the  obverse  the  medal 
has  two  shields  bearing  two  different  versions  of  the  Lithuanian 
Vytis  emblem.  Between  the  shields  is  a small  design  resembling  a 
tuplip  and  beneath  them  are  two  oak  branches  and  a Lithuanian 
inscription,  "NEBUS  TAIKOS  BE  LAISVOS  LIETUVOS,"  which  I 
translated  as  "No  more  peace  without  a Free  Lithuania." 


The  reverse  side  shows  a Lithuanian  peasant  girl  regarding  a 
crucifix.  On  her  arm  is  the  monogram  initials  of  the  artists,  AH. 
At  the  bottom  is  the  date  1948  II.  16.  Can  you  please  explain  any- 
thing about  the  origins  of  this  medal  to  me? 

Peter  S.  Horvitz,  Philadelphia,  PA 


EDITOR'S  ANSWER.  Thank  you  Peter  for  that  letter.  In  looking 
back  at  14  years  of  The  Knight  1 was  very  much  surprised  that  we 
had  somehow  missed  this  one,  although  we  had  information  about 
it  all  along.  This  is  a medal  issued  in  1948  by  Lithuanian  displaced 
persons  in  Germany  on  the  occasion  of  the  30th  annivesary  of 
Lithuania's  declaration  of  independence  (February  16,  1918),  The 

II  is  Roman  numerals  meaning  2,  or  February.  As  far  as  the 
sculptor  is  concerned,  I'm  sure  one  of  our  readers  has  this  informa- 
tion and  will  sent  it  along  with  other  details  not  mentioned  here 
such  as  the  name  of  the  mint,  and  quantity  produced.  I have  seen 
several  of  these  at  various  locations  over  the  years.  -F.P. 


ENCLOSED  WITH  THIS 
ISSUE  OF  THE  KNIGHT  IS  A 

^"REe  talonas  currency 

NOTE,  COURTESY  OF  YOUR 
EDITOR  WHO  HAS  BEEN 
COLLECTING  THESE  AS  A 
GIFT  FOR  OUR  LNA  MEMBERS. 

YOU  SHOULD  RECEIVE 
IN  THE  ENVELOPE  EITHER  A 
1992  1 TALONAS,  OR  1991 
FRACTIONAL  0.10  OR  0.20 
DENOMINATION  NOTES. 

IN  ADDITION,  JUST 
FOR  FUN,  rVE  TAKEN  A SET 
OF  7 UNCIRCULATED  1991 
TALONAS  NOTES  AND  BROKEN 
IT  UP  7 WAYS,  MEANING 
SOME  OF  YOU  ARE  GOING  TO 
RECEIVE  ONE  OF  THESE 
TALONAS  DENOMINATIONS:  1, 
3,  5,  10,  25,  50,  and 

100  ! LET  US  KNOW  IF  YOU 
ARE  ONE  OF  THE  LUCKY  ONES! 
Enjoyably,  Your  Editor, 

--Frank  Passic 

(Note:  I can't  afford  to  give 
everything  away,  so  if  you  need  complete 
sets  or  specific  notes  I have  others 
'or  sale.  Write  me  at  my  Mich,  address.) 


FOR  SALE:  Liepaja/Libau 
1915  municipal  notes;  1991 
Lithuanian  Red  Cross  notes, 
p Q p 3nd  Talonas  food  coupons. 

Write  for  prices.  Frank  Passic, 
900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Mi 

SALE 

for  SALE:  Capital  Plastic 
ADS  (blue)  custom  holders  for  14 

coin  set  of  1925,  1936,  and 

1938  Lithuanian  coins.  $25. 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Rd., 
Chicago,  IL  60629. 


